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Six hundred miles
of sea
and archeology
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Along the coasts of

SICILY

A practical

guide to the most

beautiful stretches
of the Sicilian

coastline and an

indispensable tool

for a vacation of
sea, archeology, and
the most authentic
of Sicilian
traditions. Bagin
your tour in g_«::
Messina and see
the island on three
glorious itineraries.
And far those who
enjoy the remaote,
pristine outdoors, .
the fourth itinerary ' 8 The Sun Coast
is devoted to all of 30 The Ionian Coast

Sicilys smallaer
; 52 The Temple Coast

74 1Islands of Fire
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islands.
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Seretlstateasjrmal ey

The Temple Coast

The Baroque Architecture of Modica, the Wonders of
Agrigento, and the Wine Cellars of Marsala

From Scicli to Trapani (216 miles)

From Scicli to Gela

Scich lies just inland from the
coast, only a litthe above the south.
ernmast tp of Sicly, Once a Nor-
rrvam city, if sawaks greatest moment
during the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries, The plagee and
the earthauake of 1693 didn't break
the spirt of its inhabitants: they
sodd evervthing they had—even the
urn of San {iughl_-lrnr_l_ now lost—

Thee Geela territony
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and rebuilt their city, A tenacious
people, they worked over the course
of three centuries to give Scicli its
current face, a3 harmonious mixture
of various styles

The heart of this amazing city
beats along Via Francesco Mormina
Penna, lined with churches, patri-
cian dwellings, late-Barogue build-
ings, and mineteenth- and twenti-
eth-century palaces. The most
notable sights are the eighteenth-
century part of this central Via and
the Palazze Benevento, built in the
eighteenth century and the only one
of its type in all of Sicily, adorned
with grotesque masks and figures
mingling in a fantastic web of
motion, Above the rooftops of the
city rises the Church of San Matteo,
Iying on the hill of 5an Matteo; once
it was the ancient Church of Madre
di Scicli, but it was later trams-

Sun and stone: the palazzi of Soidi
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buttress that was instrurmental [n
thie -:'||rlm|||-:!.;-|1i|_|11 r_:-I' I_hq' RErmiory
and fundamental in -:|.|;~1.'|;-'||:|]:li||g
the ancient irrigation network
for cultivation of the land below.
At the very top, where the sky
and earth mest, the Greek the-
ater fuses with the matural zlope
of the hill against the perfect
backdrop of the bay of Schisd,

“When you arrive at the top of

the walls of stone that rise not far
fram the beach, you come upon
peaks that are united by a semi
circle, He who sits there, where
the [ancient Greek] spectators
used tor sit, at the highest point,
cannot help but admit that the
audienice of a theater has never
had =uch a specha le before
him.” Goethe wrote these
inspired words when he arrived
inn Tagrmina on May 7, 1787, To
see a play here, indeed, is an
armazing and truly unforgettable
experience, (For more informa-
tion, you can contact the Azienda
Autonoma at Plazza Santa Cate
rina, arfygfogdz/a3243.)

Just a few kilometers to the
south, in the bay of Schisd, you
will discover the Giardini Naxos,
a famous seaside town and a cos-
mopolitan mecting ground for
the entire island. Here you can
visit the amazing excavation at

R i

itinerary 2

The Gobe dell’Alcantara

Naxos, site of a settlement that
dates back to the sixth century B.C.
The Greeks first landed here in 735
B.C., centuries before the Romans
began to expand their empire. Leg-
end holds that it was Theocles and
his men who first set foot on these
shores, forced to anchor here by a
sudden storm. Cape Schisd, with its
serene and beautiful sandy beaches
and its port ideal for commercial
development, suited him well. As

settled, they were quick to build an
altar in honor of the god Apollo.
The temple later became an impor-
tant sanctuary and mandatory stop
for Greeks passing through before

EE

they would set sail for their beloved
homeland, A terrible and bloody
conflict would mark the end of
Maxos in 403 B.C: the city was
destroved by descendants of the
very people who had founded it cen-
turies before,

Az vou head inland and vyou
miove beyvond the archeological site,
vou can follow the route along the
Alcantara river that leads to the
Gole dell’Alcantara, a series of
breathtaking gorges. These geolog-
ical formations were sculpted in
the black stone—they almost look
like deep wounds in the rock—by
the water in the basalt rock pro-
duced by the prehistoric eruption
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RAGUSA, THE KINGDOM OF BAROQUE

aguisa s

undenishly
the gmeatest
example of
Barodque
architecture fr all
af Sicily. =
religiones and
mrmicipal
buikdings, itz
chiusches and
palaces pepresen
an Inrevative
imipailee in
Barcaque art. &
weritable artay of
archibects and
cotieachar bave

painstakingly

A Barogue palazzo in Noto

recohisrucied
Hamsa's
tualldings stome by
atone afier the
many earthquakes
thee towm has
endured cver the
cenifarkes,
Arrazing
exnmples af
Banceqiee soulplure
adarn e
Tnlldinge, thews
bakeonies and
ke arresting
fgades, ared meme
than & handful of
artiats have made
A PeTITEATIE
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tnark in art
history with their
wark in this
worderful city.

In: Raguss you
will see sirens,
mnesters, ald
e, fauns, and
herses chasing,
each ether arsund
the buiklings with
4 grace un-
matched

el et
Mythalogical,
histerical, and
Christian fgares
are paired with

monsters ard

bearre aninal
dating hack o e
Greek temples
and Riersinic
cathedrals, a
unaque netwark
of gasress and
anldities that
oeillate between
wandermient and
sargasan. Each
degoea e
ket sach
bakwery, has its
awn dentity;

1 ‘s e o,
amd nearky all
ame worth a
secnnd book.
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itinerary 2

ture and ancient country houses
mingle. On the first Sunday in
October in Sorting, the beekeepers
fold the Festa del Miele, the Festival
of Honey, a tradition that haz been
enacted with great fervor and
enthusiazm for millennia,

Mot far from the sea vou can vig-
it Mota, a magnificent town and a
capital of Sicilian Baroque, built on
two levels, The view from Moo s
perhaps ene of the most stunning
in all of Skcily. The main strest in
Mato 152 Vittorio Emanuele, and
each of the three plazzas in this
amazing cily is the site of a church
and monumental staircase, In the
center af the city, the Dusmo—its
cupala unfortunately fell in 1go6
i£ a tragic open wound stll await
ing radical reconstruction amd
rag e aluon.

Malure H:WF:’:‘H H:-IIIII“:.-'. unconis
minated, in the Riserva Maturale di
Vendicari, formed of three highly
hermid areas. It = oa |'-e;".:ul=:|- for a
greal number of migratory birds
that seek reat :||-Irr CIOSSINgE the
sprawling expanse of sea. It i here
that YO W ill dl.‘\.l.-:_:--.-n_-'l {re -:_:-r I:'_'|_|;'
mast classical visions of Si-;_']]:r'.
burning yellow in the sun along the
green waters of an idvllic river and
the white beaches of the lzoly dells
Correnti, meaning “The Island of
the Currents.” Portopalo, surround-

3 Crerilam oy

51

ed by the dwarl palms on the banks
of & gorgeous sea rich with fish and
lobsters—with water that is as clear
as it 15 crvstalline—is comfortably
nestled along a stunning coast-
line—a network of bays, small
islands, and cliffs. At the end of this

The coumtryside of Wendicari

amazing and inspirational journey
vou will discover the small island of
Cape Passersc gr acres of flat cal-
carepis  rock deminated by a
fortress that was built by Charles V
:,.rl-:_] l!lt_"hlll.l'ri.“d 11 Ihi.t' w.i'-;l_l_-he;'nl:l:: CETl-
ary |_'|:r lirkizh parats Maoharmmed
I'.I'r.ggl:".l; it was rebuili IMANY Years
later in order 1o defend the coaztline
from other potential invaders and
etill ztandz today—a monument to
the island’s plorious past.
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Heading inland, Modica sits on
top of a cliff, its grotioes abandoned
merely a few years ago, With ifs
stairways and enwiable geographic
position, “it is a town shaped like a
pomegranate split in bwo,” as one
iJ]]ugihati.-.'E Wriler pul if, "near to
the sea bt sl in the country, half
of it lying on the spur of a cliff, the
other hall scattered at the foot of the
cliff.” Baroque architecthure reigns,
vel there has been a mixture of
influences: the Romans and the
Arabs have all passed through this
land, but it was the Mormans who
browght the city to its peak of splen-
dor wiven they fortified the nucleus
of Modica, protected naturally by
bwo rivers.

The face of the city changed dur-
ing the nineteenth century, when
riverbeds were filled due to flooding
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and Cor-

s0 Umber-

to I, the city’s prin-
cipal thoroughfare, was adorned
with splendid architecture. Today
the center of BModica is the Plazza
del Municipio, which is found at
the intersection of two now-filled
riverbeds. Above the beautiful piaz-
za lies the castle, its clock tower dat-
ing back to the eighteenth century,
To one side of the piazza stands the
Church of San Domenico with s
single, ornate mave. Mearby, the

Sd

Marina

=
Church of San Giorgio, with its tow- Capo
ering stairway of two-hundsed-amd- Passero
fifty steps, seems to touch the sky.
While in Modica, be sure not to
THE MAGAZIHE OF LA CUCINA ITALIAKA
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ARMERINA AND CERAMICS IN CALTAGIRONE

MOSAICS IN PIAZZA

hen in presence in Sicily. Vill's great del Mumscipio o Glacorno, e Caltgirone on

w Igag Visitors ars masterpierss; the the Church. Om slaieway B boldly Juby asth
excavations of the  prested by figures scene of Uhsses the evening of the  ilhumirated, particudasty
Villa del Casale with candelzhra and Polyphemus. feast of San rsking & visit ko alluring,
beqan, just a few in Fand Ii11|.ng the If Piazra Armerina
miles from Flazza  foor of the is the I-ci:ng,dum od
ATIOETING, N0 Ore vestitnde. Warioas IMcEaies,
cold predict .:n'imall;,_g.;:.':n- If'“..:llt:ginw
what wondd be anat Frosn within pelebrates
Fomund AR the their medallions cerarnics in all
rigins, The while in the west colors, shapes and
discowery of the wing & daroes pimes. The tradition
first TEinRaE ABETHE 0 TR, of terra-cofta &

miss the Museo [blea delle Arti e opened the way it Ter dress Alapping anscient, refined

Tradizioni Popolari, where you can a syatermabic hunt  about her, oy the cemburics

see meticulous reproductions of that quickly Tender Jowers of Foreign dami-

tarm houses and artisan works. hrouaghit abssut & feaby s Bunbesa ngtion and Armb

And, af course, make it a point o mhoet amazing miake a sacrifice ard Spanish

sample and enjoy the many tradi- dipcosery: a Moo o DHana, The inflisenice, and it iz

tional desserts of this ares, one of great artistic walkway of the in Caltagirans—

more delicious and tempting than walise, tr.483 G raide e, called i "serial

the next. aquare el e “Great Hunt,” city” by ane

With the sea now behind you, you covering & i adarmed with a English traveler—
will pass through a countryside dot- dwelling buik in ~ scene from an that this a1 form

ted with old farm houses huddled s00 B.C, o house  African safari, In i elevated to the
in emall communities until you Rarnar the east wing, highest level. 4
cormne upon Rapgusa, founded in the politicians, The Orpheus plays, perfect examiple i3
third millennium B.C. The town is mosaics of Pazza  and ten gids sport the cnehursdred-
divided inte bwo gections, one high Armnering are the  bikinis as they and-foety-two steps
and one low, One of Ragusa's fruse st important exercise. The of the: grand

jewels is the Church of San Giorgio,
tising prominently at the top of a
long stairway, By no means less
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nocthem section
beasts one of the

stairway that leads
froem the Plazes
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